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Book III. placed upon a bit of charcoal, or in a platinum or silver
spoon. The air is either forced into the blowpipe by
the lungs of the experimenter, or by means of bellows
attached to the blowpipe. By thus exposing a very
small portion of a mineral to the concentrated flames
we see the effect of heat upon it, and have an opportu-
nity of trying the action of other bodies on it at a very
high teiriperature, as of borax, soda, microcosmic salt,
&c. The properties which these experiments bring
into view, enable us in many cases to ascertain the na-
ture, and even the component parts of a mineral.
The blowpipe was first introduced into mineralogy
by Von Swab, It was afterwards improved by Cron-
stedt, and still farther by Bergman, Saussure substi-
tuted a fine splinter of cyanite for charcoal, cemented
a very minute portion of the mineral to be examined
to the point of this splinter, and exposed it in that situ-
ation to the action of the blowpipe. By this contri-
vance he was enabled to make his experiments upon
very minute particles; and this enabled him to fuse*
many bodies formerly considered as infusible *